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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
• A. Statement of the Purpose 
This is a study concerning fathers of runaway children. 
Its purpose is to examine some of the attitudes of these 
fathers in regards to their children·ls behavior ; speci-
fically , their attitudes toward their children ' s manage-
ment of conflicts through the symptom of running away . 
More crucial to this purpose is to examine the fathers ' 
attitudes toward change; both in regard to the issues of 
treatment of themselves and their children. 
If successful amelioration of the symptom is to occur , 
more than a diagnostic understanding of the components of 
the disturbed father-child relationship is involved . Two 
major issues are involved in this amelioration: it is 
necessary not only for the worker to have a sound diagnos-
tic understanding of the symptom, but just as importantly, 
the worker must understand the parental attitudes concern-
ing their methods of child rearing first,in order to then 
assist the clients in changing the faulty attitudes . Con-
sequently, the task of the worker involves also assessing 
the client ' s capacity and motivation for changing these 
faulty attitudes . 
B. Scope and Focus 
The scope of this study is a broad one : it involves 
an exploration and description of some of the components 
of the father- child relationship as it particularly con-
cerns the father of the runaway child . The focus will be 
specifically upon the issue of treatability and its impli-
cations for casework treatment . Areas involved in this are 
an investigation of : 1. the father's attitudes toward 
his child ' s present and past behavior . 2 . his attitudes 
toward changing faulty characteristic patterns of relating 
to his child and family . 3. his attitudes toward change 
via involvement with a social agency as the helping agent . 
I It is thoughtthat a successful assessment of these atti-
tudes would be valuable in predicting how the client would 
respond to the process of attitude change which he would 
undergo in the casework setting . 
c. Justification of Study 
From two points of reasoning , this study was under-
taken : while there i s a wealth of material on diagnosis 
and treatment of the mother- child relationship , there is 
very little written on the father-child relationship . There 
is a real need for the worker to attain more understanding 
of the problems involved with this increasing group of 
fathers as clients . 
Secondly, the Worcester Youth Guidance Center ' s project 
on Runaway Children has pointed up the sparcity of knowledge 
about the etiology and prognosis of this symptom group which 
is increasingly being seen as a significant early precursor 
to more serious delinquent activities. 
To the writer ' s knowledge, there has been nothing 
written concerning this specific dual topic - the fathers 
of runaway children. In light of the real need for the pro-
fession to understand ·more about both aspects of this topic, 
this study was undertaken-
CHAPTER TWO 
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The focus of this study is the fathers of runaway child-
ren; their attitudes concerning the symptom and their in-
volvement in its amelioration . Since attitude change is 
crucial to the process of treatment, this study is focused 
on several areas of these fathers ' attitudes . Primarily, 
these areas are concerned with their attitudes toward change 
and modification of behavior and toward those agents of 
this process of modification . If treatment is to be success 
ful, a change or modification of relationship patterns is 
necessary . Since this process of change requires modifi-
cation of modes of relating to people , the casework rela-
tionship becomes crucial as the bridge toward more mature 
relationship patterns . The i~sue of treatability then 
emerges as the assessing of the client ' s capacity and 
motivation to accept a professional relationship in which 
this process of change will occur and the extent to which 
the more mature attitudes can then be transferred to other 
relationships . 
However, in view of the study ' s broader scope, the 
writer feels that it is helpful to couch these treatment 
issues within a broader understanding of the parent- child 
relationship and how running away is an expression of its 
4. 
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conflicts . #~ Consequently, ~ literature has been surveyed 
in hopes that a broader understanding of the deeper issues 
involved in this particular symptom group may increase the 
caseworker ' s diagnostic skill and ability to offer more 
effective treatment to this very difficult group . 
In order to grasp how attitude change of this particular 
symptom group may be effected in the casework setting, the 
writer has chosen three pertinent areas of investigation 
of a broader nature which can then hopefully be applied 
to the more crucial treatment issues. A. the dynamics of 
the parent-child relationship; B. the attitudes and role 
of the mid-twentieth century father; and C. the dynamics 
involved in running away . Of the many issues that were 
investigated, the writer has chosen three articles in par-
ticular importance to emphasize: Johnson and Szurek ' s 
treatment of the genesis of anti - social acting out is 
most pertinent
1
• Kaufman and Reiner ' s 2 very recent pub-
lication of their thinking about character disorder in 
parents of delinquents has significance in investigating 
parents of runaways. Nathan Ackerman •s 3 controversial 
1. A. Johnson, and Szurek, S. A., The Genesis of Anti-
social Acting- out in Children and Adults, Psychoanalytic 
Quarterly, Vol. XXXI (1952) 323-343. 
2 . Kaufman and Reiner, Character Disorders in Parents 
of Delinquents. 1959 . 
3 . Nathan Ackerman, The Psychodynamics of Family Life, 
1959 . 
s. 
! 
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n 
observations concerning the role of the modern father in 
the family complex is a noteworthy general point of view. 
However, it is important to bear in mind that his viewpoints 
are based on his own clinical observations and represent 
some personal biases not necessarily applicable to all 
situations such as depicted in this study . 
A more important qualification to bear in mind is that 
all the studies presented are based primarily on work with 
mothers . It will necessitate some careful thinking and 
cautious comparisons to see the applicability to this study 
of fathers . 
A. ]ynamics of Parent-Child Relationships 
Johnson and Szurek in collaboration for a decade 
have formulated the following thesis: 4 
Parents may find vicarious gratification of their 
own poorly integrated forbidden impulses in the 
acting out of a child through their unconscious 
permissiveness and inconsistency toward the child 
in these spheres of behavior. The child ' s ' super 
ego lacunae ' correspond to certain defects in the 
parents ' super ego . 
These lacunae are defects only in circumscribed areas 
and may be dependable in schoolwork, etc . 
Scapegoating was often the case where one child was 
chosen for the brunt of the parental needs - so frequently 
4 . Johnson and Szurek, op. cit., p . 323. 
I 
the adopted child . This manner of expressing hostility 
is vented most effectively in two ways . I t offers · the 
vicarious gratification for their own forbidden impulses 
as well as an expression of hostility and destructive im-
pulses toward the troublesome child . Often the ' goat ' 
reactivates the parents ' own unresolved sibling rivalry . 
This attitude to the child is a source of great rage for 
the child . And similarly , the child exposes the parent to 
suffering doubly through this unacceptable and forbidden 
behavior . 
It i s essential to see the manner in which the super 
ego is internalized in a normal child . 
A normal parent requests obedience without guilt or 
without needing to immediately check or threaten 
if disobeyed . There i s no alternative solution in 
regard to suppressiqn of impulses such as theft , 
truancy , or murder . ~ 
Particularly in adolescents , lack of faith threatens 
their defenses , of repression , lower~ their self-
esteem , and wegkens their assuranc~~~ney will do 
what is right . 
At any age this mistrust stands to be a threat for the 
rigid process that the super ego must first undergo to 
be successfully integrated . 
The fantasies , hopes and fears expressed subtly or 
openly by parents regarding the child ' s behavior is a 
5. Ibid . p . 329 
6 . ill.£. p . 330 
common and powerful influence toward healthy or maladap-
tive living . The suggestion via parents ' horrified threat 
may be expressed , "You 1ll end up in the reform school! 11 
guides the course of action unwittingly. 
Briefly then, parents may be vicariously gratified 
as they unwittingly seduce their children into forbidden 
behavior. The behavior is a duplication of a similar 
problem in the parent . " The outcome is doubly destructive 
toward both child ' s and parent 1 s ego organization unless 
adequate therapy is provided ."7 
As in the thesis postulated by Johnson and Szurek, 
so too , Kaufman and Reiner found basic ego defects in 
their study of mothers at the Judge Baker Guidance Clinic . 
They find them to be individuals often with character 
disorders. These impulse- ridden parents are often so 
involved in their own conflicts that they shun involvement 
in helping their children . The authors feel that the 
character disorder stems from early sources - pregenital 
libidinal fixations . This results in primitive concepts 
of identity , object relationships, and thought processes . 
Sexual identities are viewed more in symbolic and stereo-
typed terms than for the biologic basis; maleness is 
associated with sadism , power, independence; and femaleness , 
with masochism , helplessness , and dependence . The oedipal 
conflicts have not been either encountered or successfully 
7. Ibid . p . 342 . 
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resolved ; therefore the super ego has not undergone its 
process of integration . Since there is frequently early 
trauma reported in these parents and/or loss , there is 
often a ' depressive nucleus ' which denies any overt anx-
iety . There is an attempt often to narcotize the hurts 
~Yr alcohol , promiscuity or hyperactivity . The character-
ological mechanisms utilized are thus of a primitive nature; 
denial , displacement, projection and repetition compulsion, 
oR.. acting out . 
Kaufman posits the following three basic character-
istics for the character disorders ; unresolved depression 
about their own loss of parental love , the sado-masochistic 
nature of their object relationships and the pregenital 
libidinal fixations that demand immediate gratification . 
There is a tendency for a repetitious subjection of their 
children to similar losses and experiences . Their sado-
masochistic relations are unable to provide mature and 
consistent parental care , but instead pass on these elements. 
The result is their children ' s inability to deal with their 
own pregenital impulses . 
Concerning the important concept - that of the delin-
quent acting out of the unconscious wish of the parent , 
the authors also attach importance . Frequently, delin-
quent activities have been provoked by the parents ' outraged 
prohibitions . " The parent is afraid that his own impulses 
against which he has built a rigid reaction formation will 
=====fi:=-::......- ,_ - ·-
break through and he projects the danger onto the child."8 
Parents often express the wish in a partial or vestigial 
way . The other side to the wish reveals itself as a parent 
confesses his or her fantasy of promiscuity , etc . One 
woman whose daughter was a persistent runaway revealed her 
own pattern of handling tensions ; she " just walks out " 
which was also the pattern of the maternal grandmother . 
There are parents vrho need the "see- saw·" relationship with 
chil dren - a vascillating hostility between the siblings 
where all the badness that was unexpressed in the parents 
childhood home is now directed to the children which prompts 
one or more to delinquent activities . 
Thus , these four writers stress the parental involve-
ment in ther children ' s maladaptive behavior. 
Integrating these views into the specific area of run-
awa~, has been the task of the paper presented by Leventhal 
who states his views of agreement . The Project utilizes 
the term "reciprocal ego fufictioning " which is similar 
with the foregoing terms "acting out the parents uncon-
scious ." 
Substantiating this factually with runaways, we note 
that in the sample of forty~ix cases , over half provided 
evidence that the parents had actively encouraged or pro-
voked the runav-my . Five had decided wishes to run away 
and two had actually run away . 
8 . Kaufman and Reiner , op. cit ., p . 16 . 
10 . 
It has been stated that character disorder parents 
have unsolved pregenital problems and consequently are 
unequipped to handle their own offspring ' s maturational 
crises both early or late . There is a mutual sharing and 
projecting of problems that is striking in the sexual 
sphere . Police files show of the thirty randomly selected 
"incest " cases, twenty seven (90%) of these girls had run 
away from home followin g the sexual contact . This fli ght 
was metaphorically spoken of as a child having enough 
strength to run from a "burning home 11 • 9 Running away 
can be a sign of health . The child often has little al-
ternative when these primitive impulses are permitted and 
provoked by the mother and acted upon by the father . In 
these cases the consequent promiscuous behavior with peers 
is deemed "safer". Running away a;w.a;y is a relief both to 
the parents and the child . Whether actual or symbolic , 
the incestuous oedipal theme seems to threaten many of 
the boys and girls into this sort of drastic mode of solu-
tion . 
It was also hypothesized that the super ego defect 
renders the individual capable of only limited and infan-
tile mechanisms - this is due to the poor parental models . 
9 . Presented in a seminar in a preliminary reading for 
the 1960 Orthopsychiatric Convention ; "Treatment of the 
Runaway Girl 11 • 
11 . 
I 
I 
I 
There is forced introjection; a segmented part of the 
parents' psychie .which is unacceptable is projected onto 
the child who is then the puppet acting out the forbidden 
sexual wishes for the also frightened parents. Instead 
of internalizing these wishes?they maneuver and use the 
people in the environment to express and gratify these 
libidinal wishes. 
These are parents who are unable to successfully con-
trol their own impulses; it is then difficult to expect 
them to serve ~better models for others and to inculcate 
controls in their offspring. It seems tragically true 
that the following statement is true: 11 The most overt 
symptom of parental personality disorder is the behavior 
of the child. 1110 
B. Attitudes and Role of the Mid-Twentieth Century Father 
Singling out for consideration the father as an in-
dividual component of the interrelated and dynamic family 
processes is somewhat a contrived and artificial method 
of examining the factors contributing to the deed in 
question - the father of the runaway child. In this sec-
tion then, one must Keep in mind that the total family 
8s an interacting, interdependent unit of several members 
is ultimately the "cause", not one single member, o~ mis-
behavior . Nevertheless, now that the father is back in 
10 . S. A. Szurek, "Some impressions from Clinical Ex-
perience with Delinquents ", in Searchlights on Delinquency, 
p . 126 . 
11") 
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vogue , let us briefly examine what has been written recent-
ly concerning the role of the father in the family and 
child disturbances . 
The literature is increasing in quantity and it presents 
a divergent number of opinions concerning the changing 
socio - cultural , psychic and environmental factors coming 
to bear on the father ' s influence . 
Social anthropologist , Otto O.von Mering , hal~ the 
position that the children have difficulty when their 
parents conceive of their roles in an inflexible situation 
where they are unable to shift roles as their offspring 
mature and thereby cannot provide the appropriate indenti -
fication as parental models . A 11 playpen 11 child will need 
to relate to its parent differently than the 11 yard 11 child 
or the 11 lap 11 child . In turn the parent must provide a 
flexible model that adapts to the development of the child . 
Should the parents ' behavior remain frozen in this 
initial pattern ••• a disfunctional lag in develop -
ment of new and different habits (is created) •••• 
It tends to curb any attempts of the child to select 
and experiment with new roles •••• Difficulties 
arise in finding relatively stable identification 
with his parents in regard to the meanings of male-
ness and femaleness, of authority and submission •••• 
He will not have the experience for fusing his ambiv-
alent feelings of likin! and disliking , hating and 
loving the same parent . 1 
11. Otto o . von Mering , 11 Forms of Fathering in Relation 
to Mother- Child Pairs 11 , in The Significance of the Father , 
p . 10 . 
1 • 
This shifting role pattern creates for the father the 
task of coping with being the 11 odd or third person out " 
who has to confron t the coalition of the intimate mother-
child pair . Attempts to undermine the symbiotic mother-
child pair occur in the forms of isolation, rejection of 
one or both, fossilizing the symbiosis, or competing for 
IVG the return to the exclusive man and wife po sse..ss,.ness 
before the child came . As "odd person out his behavior 
militates against any change or gro·rrth for the child liho 
needs to know of other forms of pairing such as father-
12 
child, sibling pairs, and peer coupling ." 
Symonds also is in agreement with the dangers inherent 
in the exclusion of the father in this mother-child rela-
tionship . The father may displce his hostility then to 
his son not only because of the change in role and position 
but because of earlier unresolved conflicts: "The father 
becomes the apex in a triangle and reactions to the older 
family situation are revived 1-vi th similar feelings and 
methods of adjustment in the new."13 
Both Symonds and Beron have attempted to categorize 
marital pairs that frequently accompany a disturbed child . 
Symonds (after Aichorn) mentions the combination of rejec-
12. Ibid ., p . 21 . 
13 . Symonds , P., The Dynamics of Parent-Child Relation-
ships , p . 43 . 
14. 
tion by the father and overprotection by the mother which 
yields a rebellious child who oscillates from one parent 
to another, to overindulgence, to rampant~gression, to a 
reaction formation of perhaps shyness and fearfulness . The 
other significant pair is the combination of the mother 
being dominant and the father submissive with a resultant 
"mama ' s boy ". Beron found in her sample of child guidance 
fathers that they tended to be passive, submissive and 
ineffectual or to the other extreme of being hostilely 
domineering. She also noted a repetitive theme; "The father 
indicated clearly his feeling of identification with the 
14 inadequate part of the child ." 
~he children ' s problems are symptoms of their parents ' 
reactions to and attempts to find a solution for weak-
nesses within themselves arising out of the emotional 
structure of the family - its inhibitions or its too 
great permissiveness or its conflict between a too 
strong a mother and a too weak a father . (There y4re 
no cases where the opposite combination occured.) 
Greenacre offers also her observations of parents of 
psychopaths as being highly narcissistic. The father is 
often ambitious and prominent and the mother is frivolous 
and superficial . Father is stern and fear- i nspiring. "He 
15 is a demi-god lacking warmth ." 
14. Beron, Faith, "Fathers as Clients in Child Guidance 
Clinics " , Smith College Studies, Vol . 14, p . 368. 
15 . Greenacre , Phyllis, "Conscience in the Psycj,pa th", 
American Journal of Orthopsyciatry . Vol . XV (1945) p . 499 . 
r 
:fv1ildred Burgum supports th1s thesis that when the 
mother gets better the father gets worse . She also finds 
child guidance fathers with dependent and immature and in-
adequate personalities . In this highly competitive society 
the fathers too are dissatisfied with themselves and in 
this conflict are given to sporadic outbursts of agression . 
She also feels that these families as does von Mering 
that they have, 
relatively fixed relations between mother, father 
and children which grow toward more rigid crystal-
lization at the time of referral. The improved 
relationship between mother and child immediately 
threatens the father ••• and activates his o~m latent 
agression against the child which hitherto found 
vicarious expression through the wife . l6 
There is a loss of status for the father as the other 
pair improve and mother becomes the "better" parent . A 
subtle transition in treatment is necessary to prevent 
the already rocking family boat from capsizing . 
In line with this interdependence of need fullfillment 
and the effects of therapy on the balance of family members , 
it is important to consider the extensive work done by 
Ackerman in family dynamics . The central tenet of his 
concept is that of the powerful yet delicate interdepen-
dence between family members . He challenges the orthodox 
Freudian theory and maintains the perspective on man-in-
16 . Bergum, Mildred , "The Father Gets Worse ", American 
Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Vol . XII (1943), p . 483 . 
1f-.. 
..... 
society . Emotional illness is a reflection of inter- psychic 
conflicts rather than intra- psychic ones . He has s ome out-
spoken views on fatherhood and manhood in twentieth century 
western culture . With this orientation toward an inter-
personal approach , he states the dual function of the family 
thus : (1) it insures physical survival and (2) builds the 
essential humanness for the children . The family experi-
ence of togetherness is the matrix for developing of this 
humanness . It is the task of the family to socialize the 
child and foster the development of his identity . 
Essentially, he views this biological and social 
function of the family divided dually to the mother and 
the father . "In a special sense, then, mothering in its 
origins may be said to be relatively more biological whereas 
fathering is relatively more socia1."17 After infancy 
then, the parental involvement focuses more on social 
structuring . As the child matures this difference in mothe 
ing and fathering takes on less significance , however the 
father predominately is the link with the wider society 
as well as for transmitting the social concepts of mascu-
linity to his child . 
Looking individually at the father and his role , we 
see it more flexible and subject to a greater mo~ding by 
social influences . Since it is more sensitive to the 
vicissitudes of social change , let us look at modern life. 
17 . Ackerman , Nathan , The Psychodynamics of Family Life 
• 164. 
The cultural shift is known to all of us - from the Vic-
torian master of the household to the more reciprocal 
marital pair . This machine-dominated age has given due 
reason for man to succumb to the "competitive insecurity" 
where the man has to fight vast powers that are beyond his 
reach. The author feels that this contemporary culture 
has wielded a deep distortion into the ideal of manhood 
where no man can mature to the full state of adult mascu-
linity without much toil and doubt . 
It is noteworthy to consider his treatment of these 
contemporary trends as they reflect the pathological 
effects on fathering. Insecurity in his self image as a 
man and a father has arisen; tension and doubt appear 
as he often fails to win prestige as a provider or as a 
sexual partner with his vivacious wife. If unsure in 
other spheres he will wrap his energies in neutralizing 
his doubt and thereby be unfree emotionallyto derive 
positive value and pleasure from fatherhood. This attempt 
to cope with this anxiety takes various pathological forms 
as well as benign adjustive patterns in the twentieth cen-
tury. For our purposes, the maladaptive mechanisms shall 
be only discussed; the major one being the reaction of 
rejection of the child. Reasons for this may be the 
father's inordinate need for attention and support from 
the mother and will then set up an unfair competitive sit-
uation with the child. He may fall into a repetitive rela-
tionship embodying his own thwarted father-son relationship . 
The son becomes the carrier for the father ' s unhealed 
neurosis . There is a correllation of the father ' s 
rejection of himself and the rejection of the child • 
••• Insecurity and injured self- esteem assume the 
form of a need to be reassured of his importance 
or need to be number one person ••• tfss need lvill 
filter off as neglect of the child . 
The father may overcompensate by an exaggerated need 
to be a good father and will indicate great disappointment 
if the child doesn ' t live up to the unrealistic expecta-
tions as a son w·hich could have soothed the unsatisfied 
love needs often stemming from the marital relationship . 
There may be an overcompensation through driving hard 
toward success in his vocation which thus further separates 
himself from his family . He may pass the buck to the 
mother and alienate her by blaming her -vvi th all the faulty 
parental results . 
Of particular importance to this paper is his concept 
of the repetitive vicious cycle that has been mentioned 
frequently previously . It is where the father through 
vicarious measures satisfies unsatisfied needs via the 
child . He likens it to the biblical passage , ''' The sins 
of the father shall be visited upon the son. ' The child • s 
behavior is as though he carried the burden of guilt for 
the father . "19 
18 . Ibid ., p . 184. 
19 . Ibid . , p. 185 . 
These varied disturbances are an expression of the 
issue of whether the child fortifies and enhances the 
father ' s self-esteem and adds to his feeling of being 
loved or whether it detracts; of whether the father ' s 
alliance with the child arouses the mother!s jealousy or 
whether the mother ' s alliance with the child mobilizes 
the father ' s rivalry and rage . It is clear that the 
families in question are struggling with external and 
internal forces that make the home a literal battleground 
for working out these conflicts. Such a perpetual war 
is not conducive to healthy growth of the child . If the 
factions in the marital partnership could be resolved, 
then the third party, the child, would not need to be 
the brunt of troubles that he did not initiate but who 
only perpetuates in the next generation. 
C. Dynamics of Running Away 
There is increasing evidence that one of these ex-
pressions of disturbed parent- child relationships is 
running away. In order to understand how best the case-
worker can help to relieve this disturbance, it is neces-
sary to understand the attitudes and reasons why this 
family is expressing its disturbance via a runaway child . 
The why ' s and 1-vherefore ' s of the dynamics of this symptom 
require an even more profound consideration when it is 
realized that this may be a precursor to more serious 
acting out of difficulties later in life , Let us , in 
order to understand the fathers of runaways, consider 
these dynamics and their implications. 
There has been growing sophistication in the psychi-
atric and social work literature about running away. Where 
once it was simply attributed to the nomadic instinct, to 
a love of adventure or wanderlust in the earlier part of 
this century, it is now progressively given more serious 
consideration . More systematic and extensive thinking 
ofthe recent decade is acknowledging running away as part 
of the complex syndrome of delinquency as well as indica-
tion of internal family disturbance . Further study is 
justified as more significance is noted via several follow-
up studies. Robbins 20 has indicated that running away 
is one of the more common precursors to more serious and 
chronic delinquent and criminal activities . A thirty year 
follow-up of runaways showed that in the sample of ninety-
four adults that were child runaways, that t1ven ty-nine per 
cent had been incarcerated as contrasted to seven per cent 
in non-runaways. "RA's were found to have more arrests, 
incarcerations, more divorces and more frequent diagnoses 
as sociopathic personalities than the non-runaway patient 
comparison group . 11 
20. Robbins and ONeal, 11 Adult Prognosis for Runaway 
Children 11 , American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Vol. XXIX, 
p . 76l. 
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Moreover , since the median age for the runaway is 
younger (12 . 0) than of other delinquent offenders (13 . 2) , 21 
it is hoped that treatment of the runaway can effectively 
be utilized as a preventative measure for more serious 
delinquent and criminal behavior . 
Concommitant with this increased interest and re -
search in this symptom group is that of more emphasis 
being attached to the etiological factors as well as 
to the environmental influences . Many thousands of 
dollars have been spent on determining the effects of 
these exogenous factors and is not to be considered in 
this paper . Although the writer acknowledges the multiple 
causation of disorders , for the purposes of this paper , 
the discussion shall be limited to the psychodynamics 
of the parent- child relationship . Lurie ' s point of view· 
is germane : 
It is the home which is the bulwark and chief 
resistance point in evading , if possible , the 
harmful effects of v~~ious and unwholesome 
environmental factcrs . 
Space permits only a selective disucussion of this 
focus - that of the pertinent familial factors . The 
21 . Weinreb , J ., Leventhal , T., The Personality 
§tructure of Runaway Children , p . 9 . 
22 . Lurie , Louis A., and others, "Environmental 
Influences ", American Journal of Orthopsychiatry , Vol . XIII 
p . 158 . 
22 
plan of this review of the literature is· to briefly 
consider the psychodynamics of the runaway child and 
then see how this is influenced by the family constellation. 
The Worcester Youth Guidance Center Runaway Project 
has made an extensive survey of the literature of the 
last thirty years . It has formulated the follov'ling ideas 
about the symptom group . 23 Their thinking has integrated 
the hypotheses of such as Aichorn , Johnson and Szurek, 
and Greenacre . The authors, Weinreb and Leventhal have 
coined a term describing the child involved in running 
away as in an 11Uncon trolled State 11 which is similar to 
Rosenheim ' s description of children absent of adequate 
24 
repressive mechanisms . The children engage in primitive 
fantasies of devouring, destruction, and incestuous wishes. 
Of crucial importance is the primitive defensive mechan-
isms that are typically involved to ward off the tensions 
and anxieties encountered in their stressful family life . 
Utilized , to the exclusion of more symbolicr and intellec-
tual mechanisms are the "gross constrictive and blocking 
defenses " such as massive denial , projection, avoidance , 
modes of acting out)particularly actual flight . Their ' s 
23 . Weinreb and Leventhal, op . cit . 
24. Rosenheim , F., "Runaway Adolescent Boys ", American 
Journal of Orthopsychiatry , Vol . X (1940) , p . 659 . 
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is a preference for high motility to perception or concep-
tual or ideational modes of handling anxiety . Later, will 
be discussed these modes as they are crucially intertwined 
with the parents ' modes of defenses who are serving as 
models . 
Also noted in these children is a heightened sense 
of 11 reactivity 11 • With tension tolerance precarious, there 
is a resulting predisposition to hyper- release and hyper-
sens i tivity . Early traumatization plays into its causation. 
Probably having important influence is the whole concept 
of overstimulation during the pregenital period . That 
this may result in later faulty adjustment is expressed 
by Greenacre : 25 
During the pregenital phase the activation of the 
libidinal zones prematurely may produce a precocious 
but a peculiarly vulnerable development •••• The 
greatest contributing disturbance occurring in the 
first year of life increases and prolongs the intro-
jective and projective mechanisms in which the 
incomplete differentiation of the infant from the 
mother and surroundings must blur the identity per-
ception but increase the potentialities for further 
disturbance after the development of conceptual 
memory . 
With the statement of the above author that 11massive 
overstimulation suffuses the infant with excitement which 
utilizes all possible channels of discharge 11 26 , it is 
25 . Greenacre, Phyllis , " Pre~enital Patterning", ~ 
Book of ? sychoanalysis , Vol . IX (1956) p . 56 . 
26 , Ibid . 
?h. 
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plausible that these children would have a heightened 
reactivity and often react in more infantile modes of 
motility than via conceptualization . Mittleman asserts 
that : 
The motor development and urges of any infant 
during the second year often becomes the pre -
cipitant of the adult ' s previously compensated 
now overt neurosis (Fries and Woolf , 1953) . 
The adult now finds an assertive organism to cope 
with and ••• his guilt and hostility increase in 
intensity . The child reacts with anxiety , defi-
ance or a neurotic symptom - thus establishing 
a complementary set of reactions between adult 
and child . 27 
•••• The young child ' s clashes with the environ-
ment (parents , s iblings) frequently center 
around the child ' s motor ac tivity and lead to 
the f i rst flare - up of complementary neurotic 
reactions . Thus there is a reciprocal relationship 
between the motor activity of the organism and 
its environment on the interpersonal as well 
as on the inanimate object level . 28 
In these regards, Leventhal considers the re l ation-
ship bet1·reen these basic patternings of overstimula tion, 
motility, over- reactivity and underdeveloped controls 
as they are observed in runaways . Flight as a primitive 
mechanism for control of stress is considered as a state 
when the ego is out of control of the situation; flight 
(or fight) is imperative when there has been little 
27 . Mittleman , Bela , "Motility in Infants , Children 
and Adults : Patterning and Psychodynamics" , The Psycho-
anal;y:tic Study of the Child , Vol . IX (1954), p . 167. 
28 . Ibid., p . 174 
training for withstanding stress . To rechannel and/or 
wait for tension discharge is a strange state to these 
distraught children in search of peace at home . 
Keeping in mind the preceding compenents of running 
away , the earlier mentioned statement that " the most overt 
symptom of parental personality disorder is the behavior 
of the child " takes on deeper implications . As one thus 
contemplates the gravity of running away , it is apparent 
then that running away is often an indication of more seri-
ous disturbance and a precursor to future delinquent prob-
lems . Consequently, we are justified in thinking that 
in order to both cure and prevent it it is judicious to 
look at the "parent " part of the parent-child relationship 
as well as ~ the child is doing if we are to understand 
the why and ameliorate the disturbance . It is the writer ' s 
opinion that if either part of this disturbed relationship 
is to be helped, it is first necessary to understand the 
faulty attitudes of the parent-child relationship in order 
to then change , via the casework relationship, to more 
mature self-fulfilling attitudes . 
In dealing specifically with the fathers>as does this 
paper, it is necessary to bear in mind that the ~reGcaing 
findings and observations were based on work with mothers . 
The question raised is whether these conclusions will be 
applicable to fathers as well as mothers . 
2fl 
I 
CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 
A. The Scope of the Problem and the Focus of this Study 
The focus of this study is upon a specific group of 
clients with a particular problem in a specific setting . 
That is , the focus is upon a group of nineteen fathers 
of runaway children who have come in contact with the 
Worcester Youth Guidance Center, and their characteristic 
modes of relating in the father- child relationship and 
their attitudes to the .problem and change . This will 
entail the exploration of the casework issuesof effecting 
change and movement via attitude change in the casework 
relationship . In order to investigate such broad issues, 
the scope must be narrowed to be workable for research . 
By attempting to answer these general questions and other 
more specific ones, from the case record materia~ it is 
hoped that we can learn how to more effectively deal 
with these clients and their problems . 
B. The Resea~ch Sample 
The total population of the project ' s runaway families 
is at present fifty-three . Approximately half of these 
are at present completely closed or withdravm . As is 
typical for most guidance clinics at present , more mothers 
27 . 
and children came into treatment than fathers . The sample 
of nineteen fathers in this study represent , to the wri terE 
knovTledge , all the fathers who were in con tact with the 
agency , however brief that contact was . Most of these 
contacts were made in the years 1954- 56 . The intake 
interviews utilized in this study were conducted by the 
same caseworker except for three more current cases . 
Sixteen of the nineteen fathers either withdrew dur-
ing intake or before a month ' s treatment was underway . 
Only three fathers entered treatment on a long term basis, 
one terminated and two are currently being seen for less 
than a year . 
o. The Sett ing and the Runaway Project 
This study was undertaken in conjunction with the 
"Runaway Project" at the Worcester Youth Guidance Center 
in Worcester, Massachusetts . This child guidance clinic 
serves the city and the surrounding towns . It is sup-
ported by the Community Chest and the Department of Mental 
Hygiene of I'1assachusetts . Although its basic philosophy , 
intake policies, and services are typical of the child 
guidance clinic, the Runaway Project altered a few areas 
to facilitate this research . The intake policy included 
all famili tes of runaway children who 1vere self- referred 
or referred by the courts , schools or others . The nominal 
sliding fee was forgone during the intake period of these 
u 
families . Although the intake interviews were somewhat 
more structured, the agency offered the same kind of 
casework , psychological and psychiatric service as to 
any other client. 
The Runaway Project , financially supported by a fed-
eral grant from the National Institute of Mental Health , 
began its research in 1952 . It has endeavored to investi-
gate all aspects of the problem and the families . The 
project will continue indefinitely in these realms to 
do as thorough a job as time and grants allow. 
Due to the research nature of this pro ject, records 
and dictation of these fifty - three families are kept 
quite complete. 
D. Method of Research 
This descriptive and exploratory study approached 
these nineteen fathers via an analysis of the case record 
material . No interviewing was utilized . The material 
was then abstracted from the records and then tabulated . 
For the majority of the analys ~ s, attitudinal response 
scales of five points were used . In some instances, for 
the sake of comparison , the five point scales were dis-
pensed with and a three point used . In some cases, also , 
attitudes v-rere judged and "pushed 11 into High-Low cate-
gories for significant comparisons fo~ this relatively 
small sample . The analysis of the data ivas broken into 
.... 
?a 
comparison of three major variables : I . Age of father , 
II . Profession of Father , III . Age and sex of their run-
away children . 
E. Clarification of Terminology Utilized in Presentation 
of Data and in the Categories of the Tabulated Data 
1 . Age of the Fathers - The categories of "Younger" 
and "Older" Groups were established under the criterion 
tfta.f the men forty or over fell into the "Older " group . Up 
to the age thi:rty- nine were the "Younger " group . The ages 
of the men were included in the face sheet data with the 
exception of six men . To facilitate the investigation, 
calculated guesses were made to approximate their ages. 
Evidence concerning their wive •q ages, the ages of their 
children , and the amount of education was utilized to 
approximate these six ages . 
2 . Professions of the Fathers - Due to the vagueness 
of the occupations listed on the face sheet , again some 
arbitrary judgements had to be made to assign these men 
II 
to the categories of "Skilled '' and Unskilled". Only 
about six of the cases presented difficulty in assignment . 
3 . Types of Discipline - These were categorized into 
five groups according to the following description : (1 . ) 
"Physical '' where spanking , and moderate beating were em-
ployed or any other form of striking the child was used . 
..... 
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(2.) "Severe Physical" where beating was used to actual 
physical harm to the body - in one instance, the child 
was hospitalized from the beating. (3.) "Verbal" refers 
to any type of scolding or reprimanding, o e::. "preaching". 
(4.) "Isolation and Wi thdral"lal of Love" refers to a more 
passive strategy rather than the active physical or verb-
al involvement of father . Withdrawal and isolation often 
means that the child is sent to his room or is threatened 
to be sent away (to reform school) . No actual physical 
or verbal reprimanding is administered. (5.) ~an't admin-
ister any punishment - self explanatory . 
4 . Degree of Sexual Conflict - A 11 high 11 degree of sexual 
conflict refers to the type of relationship in which there 
is a pronounced degree of physical contact of the father 
with the child; where there are overt symptoms of either 
incestual sexual relations or there is a large amount of 
patting, touching, sitting on laps, exttremesof hugging, 
and affectionate overtures. Also included are relation-
ships where there is little or no modesty about seeing 
each other undressed . In several cases the preoccupation 
with sexual thoughts about the chilo!,s activities seemed 
to be sufficient to be part of the cause of the disruption 
in the father-child relationship even though there were 
no physical overtures to the child. A "low" degree . 
of sexual conflict refers to the relationship where the 
erotic impulses and incestual wishes are thoroughly re-
A pressed and in no way are a p~evading disruptive force in 
the relationship. Not only is there no erotic overtones 
in the occasional physical contact but there seems to be 
no preoccupation with the child ' s developing sexuality 
by the father. 
5. Provocation - A "High 11 degree refers to the uncon-
scious condoning of prohibited behavior in the child by 
the father , to the extent that it is apparent that the 
child is figuratively pushed into the behavior . The 
push is so intense that the child has little choice but 
to follow these impulses and wishes of the parent. A "Low" 
degree implies that the parent neither provokes or en-
courages prohibited behavior. 
6. Motility Patterning - This term refers to a mode 
of behavior in which actual movement and motion is utilized 
as a solution to tensions. This is, theoretically, a pre-
genitally learned pattern of behavior stemming from over-
stimulation as an infant. Flight as a method of decreasing 
tension is a primitive mechanism of adjustment. 
(1) A "low" degree means that the child and the father 
have adapted other methods of tension reduction of a more 
sophisticated level and running away is an indication of 
impulsive getting away because all other more mature 
........, 
methods of so l ution to the tense household have failed . 
( 2) A "Moderate ¥ degree ... refers to a family situation 
i n which this method is occasionally used but is not an 
early integrated pattern of behavior . It is utilized only 
under extreme tension and provocation . 
( 3) A "High" degree is exemplified "ivhen the child has 
integrated the parental pattern at an early age . His be -
havi or is characterized by a preoccupation with vehicles, ~ 
he wanders out of the house impulsively . His parents re-
port utilizing restraints as a method of control ; tieing 
him to a chair, " tethering" him in the yard as a young 
child . Parents report "walking out " when the arguing got 
bad . The child has always had a tendency to flee in one 
form or another from stress . 
7. Re j ection by Father of Child - This refers to the 
degree in which the father implicitly or explicitly conveys 
his rejection of the child . A "Low " degree refers to the 
family constellation in which the child is implicitly a 
wanted member of the household . The runav-my child has 
other reasons for running away than "you don ' t love me ". 
A ":r-1edium" degree is the family situation where it is 
subtly conveyed that the child is not wanted - he is 
the reason for family turmoil . A "High" degree of re -
jection is ascribed to the family in which the father 
says that he "never wanted children", he feels that the 
..... 
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child must be removed or else the marriage will be des-
troyed ; "please place the child "; the adopted children 
have problems in this area, e . g . the father is suspicious 
that the child is part Negro . These hi ghly rejected 
children say openly "you don ' t want or love me ." 
8 . The Projection- Intro j ection Scale - This method 
of categorizing the father ' s concept of the responsible 
agent for the child ' s behavior is broken into a scale of 
11-
three . "1 " and 11 2 11 under the Pro j ection refer to the 
degree to which the father attaches blame outside himself 
to school , peers , to the child himself or to mother . 
$ . 
"Ambival ent " 11 3 11 indicates the mixture of ideas in which 
the father accepts only a very l i ttle bit of the responsi -
btli ty ·or where he shares it perhaps with v-Tife or with 
c . 
child . "Introjection " "4" and "5" indicate the father 
verbally , at least , acknowledges that he is responsible 
for the child ' s behavior. The sincere and concerned man 
who says that it is because 1 am at fault is ascribed a 
"5 11 while the father who , for various reasons , "insists " 
that it is his fault or is totally intellectual .: when 
he is caugh t with admitting his part is placed in the 
fourth category . 
9 . The Degree of Motivation - This is a very arbitrat y 
and subjective judgement of the writer . "High " degree 
refers to the fathers that actually entered treatment 
or showed sincere concern for the child . It also was 
based on the amount of anxiety that this runaway behavior 
incurred in the father . It was also based on how much 
concern his concept of his own responsibility stimulated 
his thinking . "Medium " degree refers to the father who 
did not enter treatment but who was sufficiently concerned 
that the child entered and who permitted perhaps his wife 
to participate also . Anxiety about this was at a level 
which brought him back for more than one interview. 11 Low" 
degree refers to the group of fathers who have little 
anxiety about the deed , condone it or have identified 
with it so that investigation of father or child is too 
threatening and they withdraw. Thqy~eel the deed is not 
important . 
10 . The Father ' s Concep t of Change in the Child 1 s 
II I.J Behavior- i . e . his prognosis . A five ~oint scale was 
utilized in which (l) indicated that there would be im-
provement with a great deal of help from someone - either 
himself or the agency . It was not possible to separate 
out hopeful feelings about himself exclusively doing the 
help and his asking for assistance from an agency. (2) 
indicates more ambivalence about how effective help 
will be . They feel the problem isn 1 t as serious as to 
need so much help . Though he is optimistic as in (l) 
it is of a milder degree . (3) The child will be OK 
35 . 
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without help - either indicates disinterest in agency 
help or deed isn ' t important enough . (4) 11No idea or 
J/ 
overwhelmed . Either the father is too immobilzed to 
i)(' 
see his way to thinking clearly ~to predict the outcome . 
•' / J (5) Can ' t be changed, or hopeless. Placement is the only 
solution . Very pessimistic if child sta~ in home ~ father 
has given up trying to help . 
11 . Attitudes Toward Help from an Agency- A four 
point scale containing : (1) Positive -when the father 
asks for di-rect advice and is willing to cooperate in a 
sincere way with the worker . This does not necessarily 
included fathers who entered treatment but more how the 
father initially viewed the agency . (2) and (3) are the 
fathers who are essentially negative in their view of the 
agency . (2) are the fathers who see the clinic as a hos-
tile,punitive , authoritative figure which will force the 
man into correction . (3) are the fathers who are fearful 
or suspicious of the agency . They are scared of the 
mysterious workings of a clinic - "must be a place where 
they work on your brain"; "Does coming here mean I ' m 
crazy? " (4) They are the disinterested men who have given 
very little thought as to what an agency is . Or this 
category includes the men who have given up hope and see 
the agency as being useless at this point to give any 
help . 
CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF DATA 
A. General Description of Group of Fathers 
I n this descriptive study of these nineteen fathers 
of runaway children, it is important to keep in mind that 
only the data most pertinent to the problem and its focus 
is to be presented . The focus is on the father 1 s ' attitudes 
toward their children ' s symptom and behavior in general , 
&~ 
and Athe father ' s attitudes towards their own involvement 
in the change of such behavior in their chndren . Con-
sequently , SJme areas of the father ' s problems will be 
emphasized and others not pertinent w-rill be minimized . 
Thus , in the frame of reference of exploring how case-
w-rorlc help can most effectively be applied through inves -
tigating what characterizes these clients with this par-
ticular problem and their responses , the data is thus pre-
sen ted . 
1 . Numbe t. These nineteen men are a segment of 
fifty - fhree cases of runaway children that were inter-
viewed at the Guidance Center . Due to the completeness 
of the dictation of the Runaway Project , these nineteen 
represent almost all of the fathers who had any contact 
ivi th the agency a1 t all . 
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2. Age of the Fathers 
TABLE I 
AGE OF THE FATHER 
20 - 24 0 
25 - 29 2 
30 - 34 3 
35 - 39 3 
40 - 44 5 
45 - 49 3 
50 - 54 2 
55 - 59 l 
Total 19 
I t i s noted that the sample of nineteen fathers ::bange 
from between t~renty- ei ght and fifty -nine , a span of 
thirty- one years . However , between thirty-three and 
forty-seven are over half of the men . The median age 
is forty - one. 
3. Occupation of the Fathers 
TABLE II 
OCCUPATIONS OF FATHERS 
Professional 
Skilled 
Unskilled 
2 
8 
6 
Farmer 
Domestic 
Unemployed 
1 
1 
1 
Total 19 
These fathers, for the majority held steady jobs . 
which provided adequately for their families . For the 
majority they may be termed , by virtue of these types 
of jobs, middle class families with a tendency downward 
tov-rard lower middle class . The "professional" group 
contained a physician and a hospital administrator. The 
"skilled " and "unskilled " group both contained work&_ers 
at the several abrasive factories in Worcester, a m4~or 
industry of the city . 
4 . Religious Affiliation of Family 
TABLE III 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 
Catholic 
Protestant 
Jewish 
Greek Orthodox 
7 
10 
1 
1. 
Total 19 
The religious affiliation of the family as stated on 
mhe face sheet presents a fairly typical picture for 
families in the Worcester area , a city in which there is 
about fifty percent Catholic population. A few more than 
half were protestant - ten, and a few less were Catholic -
seven. The other religion.s which are in minority in the 
city are also proportionately much fewer in representation 
in the clinic sample ;! one of Greek Orthodox and one Jewish 
family . 
5. Matital Status 
TABLE IV 
MARITAL STATUS 
I. First and only marriage for 
both partners, both are the 
natural parents . 
II . Father lives alone . Reason 
Number 
12 
desertion by wife-1 
death of wife-1 2 
divorce of wife-0 
III. Father live with stepmother 
of patient. 
IV. Not known. 
Reason 
desertion by 1st 
wife - 1 
divorce by 1st 
wife - 1 
death of 1st 
wife - 1 
3 
2 
Total 19 
Utilizing the criterion of amount of separation of 
the natural parent(s) , these families present a high 
degree of marital stability. Twelve couples are in the 
h.n 
original marriage . It must be kept in mind that this 
does not necessarily indicate compatibility or emotional 
stability . It is noted that there are only seven separa-
tions from the natural mothers; one divorce , two deser-
tions and two deaths of the mothers . Two others remained 
single and two remarried . Two fathers did not report 
their marital history . 
6 . The Group of Runaway Children of these Fathers 
It is necessary to know some of the pertinent data 
about the children in order to more clearly understand 
the focus of this study - the attitudes of the fathers . 
The nineteen children fell into three clear-cut groups ; 
a combination of their age and sex : 
TABLE V 
AGE AND SEX OF THE RUNAWAY CHILD 
Psl chosexual Stage Sex Number 
l. Latency Age Boys 4 
5 - 9 
2 . Adolescent Boys 8 
12 - 17 
3. Adolescent Girls 1 
12 - 15 
Total 19 
In group (1.) is included one boy five years , two 
nine , and one eight years . In further tabulations this 
one younger boy does not appear to affect this 
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grouping . 
The mean age for the adolescent boys is fourteen and 
a half and for the girls it is fourteen . 
Concerning the child in the family it is noted that 
he is included in the earlier noted "stability " of the 
:parents . Only one lives out of the home and that is in 
the boys reformatory . 
TABLE VI 
CHILD LIVING IN THE FAMILY 
L. Lives with both natural :parents ll 
2 . Lives vri th father and step-mother 4 
3. Lives v'li th just father 2 
4. Adopted 2 
5 . Living out of home l 
6 . Not known 2 
Total 19 
B. Comparison of Father ' s Attitudes in Relation to 
Their Ages 
For purposes of comparison , the group has been 
divided into two groups . Group l are the eight fathers 
under forty ai~ e and Group 2 are the e~en fathers forty 
or over . These shal~for purposes of discussionJ be 
termed "Younger" and "Older". 
It is highly noteworthy that although the median age 
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of the father is forty-one v-rhen the father presents 
this problem to the clinic, and that the age varies from 
twenty- five to fifty-nine , that they were all young men 
when their child was born . With the exception of three 
who are fifty or over , all , but one , were in their tv-renties 
when the child was born . The mean age for these sixteen 
c'- ,L!'!o 
at the
11 
birth v-ras twenty- five and a half . Iii th all nine-
teen included , including the three over fifty , the mean 
age at the birth of the child goes up to thirty . 
TABLE VII 
AGE OF FATHERS AT THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD 
1 . Fathers under 50 
2. Fathers over 50 
All fathers 
Number 
16 
3 
19 
Mean 
37 
30 
For these three fathers over fifty, there is suffi -
cient evidence that other factors in the family ' s life 
were a more major cause of the runaway; t1vo of the wives 
had died much earlier , one child was adopted , and there 
was a series of foster home placements and mental illness 
of severe nature in these three . 
In comparing the "Younger " versus the "Older" fathers 
at application time , it is noted that half of the Younger 
group are the Latency age group of boys ~ B.n e is father 
of a twelve year old adolescent boy and the remaining 
-
three are fathers of adolescent girls, fifteen, fifteen 
and thirteen . 
Small differences were noted in the types of discipline 
these fathers employed : 
TABLE VIII 
TYPES OF DISCIPLINE EMPLOYED BY FATHERS 
Group I Group II 
Categories Younger Older 
l . Physical 1 1 
2. Physical (severe) 2 0 
3. Verbal 2 1 
4. Isolation Withdrawal 3 8 
5. Can ' t 0 1 
Although both groups tend to utilize a more passive 
method of punishment of withdrawal and isolation, the 
older fathers utilize this to a much greater extent ; even 
to the point of not being able to mete out any punishment 
at all (one father) . The younger group much more utilizes 
active forms ; both physical and verbal controls . The 
Younger scores five of verbal or physical whereas the 
Older scores two . In isolating and wi thdra1·ring the 
Younger uses three compared to eight in the Older. 
Comparing Motility Patterning, the following results 
appear~ 
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TABLE IX 
MOTILITY PATTERNING* 
Low Medium High 
Group I 
Younger 2 2 4 
Group II 
Older 6 2 3 
As noted in the preceding table, half (four) of the 
"Younger 11 group fall into the "High 11 category and more 
than half (six) of the 11 0lder" fall into the 11 Low 11 cate-
gory and approximately one quarter of the samples of each 
group fall oppositely ! 11 Younger 11 - two "Low" of eight and 
"Older" - three "High" of eleven . 
In comparing these fathers ' acceptance of responsibil-
ity for the behavior with the degree of Motivation the 
following tabulations are significant ~ 
TABLE X 
FATHER ' S CONCEPTION OF THE RESPONSIBLE AGENT FOR 
CHILD'S BEHAVIOR 
Categories: Projection-Ambivalent-Introjection 
1 2 3 4 5 
Group I 
Younger 2 0 2 2 2 
Group II 
Older 'I 1 2 5 3 
* See Chapter III, page 32 . 
,_____ 
TABLE XI 
DEGREE OF MOTIVATION FOR HELP WITH PROBLEM 
Group I - Younger 
Group II - Older 
Lovr 
3 
4 
Medium 
4 
5 
High 
1 
2 
As illustrated in Table X the Younger fathers tend to 
project the blame outside of themselves slightly more 
than the Older . There is a larger difference with the 
degree that the Older fathers introject the responsibilit~ 
Eight of the Older have introjected the blame (either on 
an intellectual level or with deep concern) whereas only 
four of the younger have . 
Table XI indicates only small differences in the 
degree of motivation for help . The Older group is 
slightly more motivated . Two of the three fathers that 
did enter regular treatment are in the Older group and 
one of the younger have entered . 
~ Comparison of Fathers ' Attitudes in Relation to Their 
Professions 
The group of nineteen fathers are divided into two 
groups for the purposes of comparison - 11Skilled 11 and 
11Unskilled 11 • The Group I contai ns ten men ~-vho were either 
professional or skilled in their occupation and Group II 
are the the Unskilled workers of which there vTere judged 
to be nine. 
TABLE XII 
FATHERS ' CONCEPTION OF THE RESPONSIBLE AGENT FOR 
CHILD ' S BEHAVIOR 
Group I 
Skilled 
Group II 
Unskilled 
Projection-Ambivalent-Introjection 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 1 2 3 3 
2 0 3 2 2 
There is a fairly significant difference in Table XII 
between the "Skilled" father ' s conception of their role 
in the behavior disturbance in their children. The "Skil-
led " fathers have a more conscious view of themselves as 
responsible agents in this behavior . By a margin of 
six to four, Group I is consciously aware of their role 
and participation and can say to the caseworker, "I am 
to blame for my child behaving in this-manner." There 
is a slightly less severe degree of projection onto other 
people in Group I . 
The factor of Motivation for receiving help about 
this problem is a very different matter than being 
able to verbally accept responsibility for the behavior . 
as in Table XII . Table XIII illustrates the difference 
in the two groups in their motivation for treatment . 
------ -----( These terms are defined in Chapter III, pag;-34.) 
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TABLE XIII 
DEGREE OF MOTIVATION FOR TREATMENT 
Low 
Group I - Skilled 2 
Group II - Unskilled 5 
Medium 
6 
3 
High 
2 
1 
A trend for the "Unskilled" fathers to be less motivated for 
help is apparent from the table. Although neither group was 
obviously highly motivated for treatment (only three actual-
ly entered treatment , o:nebeing in the "Unskilled" group 
and two being in the "Skilled" group),n moderate degree of 
motivation is much more prevalent in the "Skilled" group. 
There is a definite indication that in the "Unsk lled 11 group 
that a low degree of motivation is present: five, "Unskilled' 
indicate little wish or need to get help, whereas the "Skil-
led" group has only two who show no motivation. 
In considering some of the dynamic factors in the father-
child relationship which might be influential in precipttatine 
runaway behavior, the following factors were measured - the 
degree of rejection, the degree of sexual conflict, and the 
degree of motility patterning as a mechanism for solution , 
(terms defined in Chapter III). Attitudes toward punishment 
and the degree of provocation are also noted. 
TABLE XIV 
DEGREE OF REJECTION OF CHILD AS MEMBER OF FAMILY UNIT 
Group I - Skilled 
Group II - Unskilled 
Low 
4 
6 
High 
6 
3 
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It is noted that Table XIV shows that the 11 Skilled 11 
group of fathers are more highly rejecting than the "Un-
skilled " group . For example, some of the highly rejecting 
fathers claimed they did not v-ran t children, one was very 
suspicious of his adopted child as having Negro blood , 
one father sent the son to many foster homes and schools 
after his wife died. 
It has seemed important to measure the degree of open 
sexual conflict that is present between parents and child , 
as it is thought to frequently be a factor stimulating the 
runaway .de.ed . 
TABLll: XV 
DEGREE OF SEXUAL CONFLICT IN FATHER-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIP 
Group I - Skilled 
Group II - Unskilled 
Low 
5 
7 
High 
5 
2 
The "Skilled 11 group is divided evenly bet-vreen 
itsel~ (five and five) . When comparing it with the 
"Unskilled " group it is noted that "Sexual Conflict " 
is much more present in an extreme degree in the 
"Skilled " group. It seems as though sexual conflict 
is not a major issue -vd th the "Unskilled" group as it 
is judged seven as having little or low degree in the 
relationship and only two high , while there are five 
...... 
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in the "Skilled" group . 
TABLE XVI 
DEGREE OF PROVOCATION OF ACTING OUT BEHAVIOR 
THAT THE FATHER INITIATES IN CHILD 
Group I - Skilled 
Group II - Unskilled 
Low 
4 
3 
High 
6 
6 
Table XVI refers to bo tYt the father as the ini tia tor 
of sexual conflict, rejection and provoke tLcf' the child 
to run away . 
It is noted that there is no difference in this 
degree of provocation of general acting out behavior; 
this measure may be considered a combination of the 
three factors compared separately which are seen to be 
in different degrees individually in the two groups 
Most significant of the factors which appear much 
more influential in the "Unskilled 11 group is that of 
the "Motility Patterning" (explained in Chapter III) 
which the child reflects. 
-TABLE XVII 
DEGREE OF MOTILITY PATTERNING AS A CHARACTERISTIC 
MODE OF BEHAVIOR IN THE RUNAWAY CHILD 
Pronounced 
Moderately to extreme 
Not Present pronounced degree 
Group I 5 3 2 
Skilled 
Group II 2 2 5 
Unskilled 
Comparing the "Lows" and the 11 Highs 11 , it is noted 
that there is definitely a trend of significant degree 
with as many "Unskilled" with "Highs" as there are "Skilled~ 
with "Lows" and visa: versa. In brief, the "Unskilled" 
group of fathers have children who possess to a significant 
degree pronounced or extremely pronounced patterns of motil-
ity as a mode of handling anxiety. 
In considering the methods of discipline a difference 
is noted in the groups; 
Group I 
Skilled 
Group II 
Unskilled 
TABLE XVIII 
METHODS OF DISCIPLINE 
Active Methods 
Verbal 
Physical repri-
severe Physical mandin~ 
0 0 3 
2 1 0 
Passive Method 
Isolation 
i·Ti thdrawal 
of love 
6 
6 
Although both groups definitely choose passive means, 
it is noted that in the "Unskilled" group the three 11 active 11 
fathers are given to utilizing physical means of punishment 
whereas the three "active " "Skilled" fathers verbally re-
primand their children . 
D. Relationship of Age and Sex of Child to Father ' s 
Attitudes 
The group fell into three natural groups according to 
their children; 1 . there are four Latency age boys (this 
includes one five-year-old boy) 2 . eight Adolescent boys 
and 3. seven Adolescent girls . This grouping seemed very 
fruitful in many areas of comparison and isutilized more 
extensively than the other two comparison groups to get a 
more general picture of the whole group . 
!vJ:ethods of handling discipline and attitudes toward it 
consistently are a fruitful area for gaining information 
t::l) I 
-' 
about these fathers, and vThy they have runa1vay children . 
TABLE XIX 
THE ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS CHI LD ' S MISBEHAVIOR 
Latency 
Boys 
Overt di~ Excessively 
approval , punitiYe , 
anger . rage , indis -
criminate 
punishment . 
1 1 
Adolescent 1 1 
Boys 
Adolescent 0 0 
Girls 
Apathetic 
11 Not so bad ~' 
1 
3 
3 
Sympathetic 
condones ; 
identifies 
vrith deed 
and child. 
1 
3 
4 
The fathers of Latency age boys all present differing 
diagnostic descriptions . For example, the four seem to 
represent four distinct problems in discipline as is illus-
trated in this Table XIX . However , in comparing the 
adolescent boys and girls , it is noted that there is a very 
clear trend for the fathers to not strongly prohibit the 
misbehavior . Only two raise strong ob j ection, these being 
boys ' fathers . The fathers of the boys seem a little more 
able to raise objection . 
Similarly , we note that characteristics of the father-
child relationship reveal the father ' s inadequate modes 
of control . 
I 
TABLE XX 
TYPE OF CONTROL OF CHILD BY FATHER IN THE 
FATHER-CHILD RELATIONSHIP 
Latency 
Boys 
Adol . 
Boys 
Adol . 
Girls 
Latency 
Boys 
Adol . 
Boys 
Adol . 
Girls 
1 2 3 
Normal 
(Father 
is boss 
and gets 
angry) 
Apathetic 
(has yielded 
and is dis-
interested in 
regaining 
control 
Tyrannical 
(very harsii) 
1 1 1 
1 0 
1 0 1 
4 5 6 
Overl;! Child Both out 
strict dominates of control 
(unreal- (excessive (Chaos and 
istic for demands) disruption) 
child to 
obey) 
1 0 0 
1 4 0 
1 1 3 
!-lost notel·lorthy is that the adolescent boys have gained 
control of the relationship and displaced father as boss in 
four cases while in only one with girls. In the cases of 
the girls, they exclusively make up the category of "Out of 
C' ), 
i•t 
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Control " with three cases - impulses are rampant "Iii th 
neither father (or mother)inserting brakes . This is most 
apparent with the case of actual incest with the daughter 
and this father ' s severe punitiveness to the girl . 
TABLE XXI 
MODES OF DISCIPLINE El'II!PLOYED BY FATHER 
Physical Physical Verbal Isolation Can't Not 
moderate severe scold withdrawal punish Given 
Latency 1 1 0 2 0 0 
Boys 
Adol . 0 0 2 5 1 1 
Boys 
Adol . 0 2 3 3 0 0 
Girls 
Again , the major trend noted is the passive method 
od discipline - by withdrawal and isolation . The father 
does not choose an active and self- involved method of 
controlling . This table also illustrates the boy domin-
ating the father and not being actively punished to the 
degree that the latency boys or the adolescent girls are -
the teenage boys have their fathers "buffaloed ". 
Motility patterning, a factor that seems to importantly 
influence the choice of solution to problems through 
flight , is seen to be of considerable difference in degree 
in these age and sex groups . 
TABLE XXI I 
DEGREE OF MOTILITY PATTERNING AS A CHARACTERISTIC 
MODE OF BEHAVIOR IN THE RUNAWAY CHILD 
Pronounced 
Moderately an extreme 
Not present pronounced degree 
Latency Boys 0 0 4 
Adolescent Boys I:: 2 l 
Adolescent Girls 4 0 3 
to 
Of importance is this factor as a very important ele-
ment in all of the latency age boys1 behavior . 
This younger group of children appears to have this 
behavior pattern established to a sufficient degree from 
their familial identificati ons to utilize it under stress 
by running away . The fathers of this group report how 
they and their children love traveling , fascinated with 
airplanes , one father ownsa bicycle shop in which he re-
ports that his son takes such pride , several of the fathers 
report employing restricting types of dEcipline such as 
"tethering " him in the yard , tieing him to a chair . 
This tendency is practically absent in adolescent 
boys but is present in extreme degree in three of the seven 
girls . For the girls this is connected closely with the 
following table concerning the degree of sexual conflict . 
I 
TABLE XXIII 
DEGREE OF SEXUAL CONFLICT IN THE 
FATHER-CHILD RELATIONSHIP 
Latency Boys 
Adol . Girls 
Adol . Boys 
Moderate 
(Implicit 
but not to 
Low (not presen~ point of 
or. influential) panic) 
3 1 
0 2 
5 3 
Extreme 
(actual in-
cest or in-
tense pre-
occupation) 
0 
5 
0 
It is apparent from the above table that this is pri-
marily a major difficulty in the father- daughter relationship . 
lf.hether open or actual sexual conflict, the implied overtones 
of the relationship is much more threatening in the girls' 
cases than in the boys. There was one case reported of an 
incestuous relationship with the father; it is not knorm how 
many more were not reported because of the brief contact with 
the woman intake worker. The three cases of fathers of adol-
escent boys reported as "Moderate" referred to the threaten-
ing homosexual overtones in ivhich several of the homes , the 
mother was absent. 
Another area rrhich has proved fruitful is that of 
the amount of the father ' s rejection of the child from 
the family unit . 
TABLE XXIV 
DEGREE OF REJECTION OF THE CHILD BY FATHER 
I"lodera te 
(blames 
child , 
Small family 
Degree triangle) 
Latency 2 2 
Boys 
Adol . 2 1 
Boys 
Adol . 4 1 
Girls 
Severe 
(Never 
wanted. 
comes 
between) 
0 
3 
2 
Severe 
(co~sciously 
stated) 
0 
2 
0 
This factor is most influential in the group of fathers 
of adolescent boys . There are five cases in which there is 
severe rejection as compared to only two with the girls 
and none with the latency boys . 
E. Fathers ' Attitudes Toward Change 
TrTe note that in the grouping of fathers by the age and 
sex of the child , that differences in their concept of their 
responsibility for the behavior are present here as well as 
in the other areas of measurement . 
TABLE XXV 
FATHERS ' CONCEPT OF THE RESPONSIBLE AGENT FOR c:UID 1 S 
BEHAVIOR 
Projection- Ambivalent-Introjection 
Father of : 1 2 3 4 5 
Latency Boys 1 0 1 1 1 
Adolescent Boys 2 0 1 4 1 
Adolescent Girls 0 2 2 2 1 
There is a tendency for the fathers of adolescent boys 
to be able to accept more of the responsibility for the be-
havior : adolescent boys ' fathers in five cases accept 
verbal ly the responsibility compared to three of the girls 
and two of the latency boys . There is no significant differ-
ence in the three groups in the amount of projection that 
is utilized . 
Alt~ough all groups verbally accept to a certain degree 
their participation in this behavi or , the degree of motiva-
tion is another consideration entirely . 
TABLE XXVI 
DEGREE OF HOTIVATION FOR HELP 
Latency Boys 
Adolescent Boys 
Adolescent Girls 
Low 
1 
3 
3 
Medium 
2 
4 
2 
High 
1 
1 
2 
Since only three fathe~ actually entered treatment , all 
fathers of adolescents - of one boy and two girls - it is 
necessary to consider the above table cautiously . The only 
valid generalization to make is that the group as a whole 
is not well motivated . Furthermore , the age or sex of the 
child makes no significant difference in this degree of 
motivation . Other axes of comparison such as professions 
are more significant that the above illustrated where no 
differences are noted . 
I 
In close connection with this are the more specific 
attitudes toward help and change as the follo"Vving table 
illustrates: 
TABLE XXVII 
FATHERS ' ATTITUDES TOWARD HELP FRO 'i AN AGENCY 
1 2 3 4 
Positive Negative Negative Disinterested 
(ales for Hostile ( suspicious , (apathetic , 
direct (Agency is fearful) hopeless , 
advice) puhi tive , not l1portant) 
forceful) 
Latency 1 1 1 1 
Boys 
Adol . 2 3 2 1 
Boys 
Adol . 5 1 0 1 
Girls 
It is significant to compare this table with the followine 
one which states the father ' s optimism about the behavior: 
TABLE XXVIII 
FATHERS ATTITUDES OUT POSSIBLE FUTURE CHANGE 
IN CHILD ' S BEHAVIOR 
L 2 3 4 5 
Child Will Child will Child will No idea, Can ' t be 
improve impr,Jve be 0 K overv.rhelmed , changed , 
with much with moder- 1-vi thout no idea or:' hopeless , 
help from ate help fr. help p r 01NIIf>l~ placement 
agency &/r a gency &/or only way 
parents oarents 
Latency 1 2 1 0 0 
Boys 
Adol . 3 1 1 2 2 
Boys 
Adol . 
Girls 4 1 0 0 2 
I 
It is most evident that fathers of adolescent girls are 
the most positive of both tables . They are able to ask for 
advice and help more readily than fathers of all the boys -
five cases versus two . They are slightly more optimistic 
about improvement than are boys ; five feel they can be helped 
while four adolescent boys ' fathers feel th i z . Differences 
in the latency group are insignificant although the group 
does indicate more optimism about their younger bo~ than 
do fathers of adolescents ; all of them expect improvement 
while adolescent boys have four fathers who are either over-
whelmed at this point or have concluded that it is hopeless . 
Also two girls ' fathers as the same with two adolescent boy$ 
fathers feel the situation is already hopeless . It is hope-
ful that all the fathers of the younger boys are more optim-
is tic . 
F. Comparison of Attitudes to Change According tc Ase and 
Profession of Father 
These comparison groups have indicated significant 
differences as well as in the above comparison groups. 
1 . Age 
TABLE XXIX 
FATHERS ' ATTITUDES TOWARD HELP FROMM~ AGENCY 
Po~itive Negitive Neg~tive 4 Disinterested 
Age of hostile fearful apathetic 
Fathers: hopeless 
Younger 3 1 1 3 
Older 4 3 3 1 
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-TABLE XXX 
FATHERS ' ATTITUDES ABOUT POSSIBLE CHANGE IN CHILD ' S 
BEHAVIOR - THEIR "PROGNOSIS " 
1 
Improvement 
with much 
help 
Younger 3 
Older 5 
2 
Improvement 
with moder-
ate help 
2 
2 
3 
Improvement 
without 
help 
1 
0 
No Idea 
over-v;rhelmed 
1 
2 
5 
Hopeless 
Can ' t 
be 
changed 
1 
3 
Table lXIX indicates that -only small differences are 
revealed according to age . There is a small general differ-
I!J ll" 
ence between the older fathers are a little'bit more willing ,, 
to utilize the services of an agency - a little more positive . 
It is interesting to note that the younger fathers are sig-
nificantly less interested in agency help . Three out of eigh 
either don ' t know how to utilize it , are apathetic or the 
behavior isn ' t important enough to \"larrant aid) while only 
one older father feels this way . In identical proportion 
both groups are sufficiently negative -either hostilely or 
fearfully - to reject help : The "Older" three to eleven, 
tc 
and "Younger'' o,!lfe to eight , or approxi~~-exy oHeeir.h.t.b,tlone 
quarter have definite and specific negative attitudes toward 
help . 
Table XXX indicates that the "Older" fathers are either 
very optimistic or very pessimistic . Seven of the eleven 
feel that help will improve the behavior ; and three of 
them feel it ' s too serious to be helped by this time , 
or are overwhelmed in two cases . The Younger fathers are 
not as well defined in their attitudes as a group with each 
category represented with one , two or three fathers. They 
do , however, tend to be a good bit more optimistic about 
their children ' s behavior than does the jolder group; resp~ 
tively; three-Quarters of the younger hope for i~provement 
while seven-elevenths or roughly two-thirds expect i~prove-
ment . 
In summary,the problems of the older fathers appear to 
have sufficiently motivated him to at least think of the 
gravity of the situation and possible help in more definite 
and specific terms while the younger father has a vaguer 
idea about hlep for a problem which does appear to him as 
profound or serious as does the older father . 
2. The occupation of the fathers as a comparison group 
for attitudes toward change . 
This grouping also reveals significant difference in 
the attitudes toward change . 
TABLE XXXI 
FATHERS ' ATTITUDES TOWARD HELP FROM AN AGENCY 
1 2 3 
Positive Negative Negative Disinterested 
hostile fearful apathetic 
Skilled 5 3 1 1 
Unskilled 2 1 3 3 
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TABLE XXXII 
FATHERS ' ATTI TUDES ABOUT CHANGE I N THEIR CHILD ' S 
BEHAVIOR - THEIR "PROGNOSIS " 
Improvement Improvement Improvement No liini ea Hopeless 
with much with moder- without over-
hel p ate help help vrhelmed 
Skilled 3 2 1 1 1 
Unskilled 5 2 0 2 3 
In Table XXXI , it is noted that the "Skilled 11 group of 
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I fathers are significantly more positive toward help from an 
agency than are the "UnskiLled "; five cases as compared to 
two cases . Although there is the same number of negative 
feelings about the agency in both - four in each , the "Un-
skilled " group is more disinterested and apathetic - three 
cases as against one case in the "Skilled ". 
In Table XXXII , a trend for the fathers of the "Unskil-
led" group to be more optimistic about improvement is noted . 
Seven "Unskilled " fathers hope for improvement I'Jhile only II 
five "Skilled " feel there will be improvement with hel p from 
either parents and/or agency . However , the 11Unskilled 11 
group is much more definitely pessimistic in three cases 
rrhile in the "Skilled" group only one father is . 
In summary , it seems that although the 11 Skilled 11 fathers 
are more positive toward agency help , the 11Unskilled 11 fath-
ers are either very optimistic or very pessimistic about 
their children ' s improvement , 1vhile the "Skilled" group is 
more diverse in its attitudes . 
I 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
This study investigated the characteristics of fathers 
of runa~ay children, their attitudes toward the child ' s 
symptom and their concepts of their involvement in this amel-
ioration . 
The sample involved in such a description was a group 
of nineteen fathers of runaway child~e~ . They are a segment of 
the research population of fifty-three runaway children who 
have been in contact with the Worcester Youth Guidance Center 
from 1954 to the present . 
A. General Characteristics of Group 
1. Age of fathers - Although their ages represent a 
wide spread of years , the median of which is forty-one , the 
most significant result is that p ra~ttcally all of the group 
were in their mid-twenties when the child was born ; there 
are three exceptions where they were thirty or over . 
2 . Occupations - fhe large majority are skilled and un-
skilled workers . There were no fathers either extremely 
wealthy or very poor . The group as a whole would be cate--
gorized as the working class or the lower middle class . 
3. Religious affiliation - Religion play no role in 
the problem ; the religious affiliation of these fathers is 
a normal distribution in relation to the city ' s representatior 
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of religions . 
4. Marital status - The group reveals a significantly 
stable marriage pattern; only one third do not contain the 
natural mothers . 
5. The children - Age and sex - The group falls into 
three natural groups ; four latency age boys , eight adolescent 
boys and seven adolescent girls . 
B. The Father ' s Age 
It appears that the "Older" group have more chronic prob-
lems with their children who are now all adolescents . The 
problems seem more well-defined by this time and thus more re-
cognizable by the father . They acknowledge more of their 
responsibility for the behavior and are slightly more motiva-
ted for accepting help . Their disciplinary attitudes reveal 
more passive methods to the point where the child "controls" 
the father than in the "Younger " group . Whereas the children 
of the "Older" group seem to be fleeing from the lack of 
stricter controls (probably both of a covert and overt sexual 
nature as well as disciplinary) , the children of the "Younger " 
group have more difficulty because of utilization of more 
primitive defense mechanisms; particularly they are prone to 
Ilight as a solution because of more pronounced integration 
1/ 
of pregenital motility patterns than is in the 11 0lder group . 
C. The Father ' s Occupation 
The ~ Skilled" group appears to be more sophisticated 
about their concepts af their child ' s behavior and their in-
volvement and an agency ' s :iR helping . This is in keeping 
with the trend of thinking that middle' class clients are 
more b1owledgeable about psychiatric facilities and methods 
than are lower class clients . "Skilled" fathers project 
less, and utilize more sophisticated disciplinary methods as 
well as defensive mechanimms . The children seem to flee the 
household because of more pronounced rejecting attitudes 
and intense sexual conflicts , while the children of the un-
skilled are allowed to resort to the more well-defined and 
condoned solutions of flight . The 11Unskilled 11 fathersseem 
slightly less anxious and more optimistic about this mode of 
behavior and consequently less motivated to change; they 
have a vaguer idea about involvement with an agency . 
D. The A§e and Sex of the Child 
This grouping has revealed the more significant differ-
ences than have the other variables . The Adolescent Boy ' s 
group of fathers presents a picture of fathers being highly 
threatened by this "other male 11 in the household ; the major 
reason for the teenage boy ' s flight seems to be rejection by 
a passive father who is incapable of issuing sufficient con-
trols; (the wrtter suspects that this also involves a seduc-
tive relationship with the mother which is not prohibited by 
the father . However, this was not the focus of the study 
and cannot be substantiated) . The teenage boys group high-
lights the inadequacy of the fathering role; these fathers 
identt:ry' -with their son ' s misbehavior; do not strongly pro-
F-.7 
hibit it . However , the identification problems are so 
obvious with this group that the fathers much more readily 
verpally ~cknowledge their responsibility for the deed yet 
are so highly threatened by this that they are very rel uc-
tant to enter treatment; they reveal little motivation to 
do anything about their blame . 
The group of fathers of Latency Age Boys indicates one 
major trend ; that the younger children have inculcated very 
definite "flight " (motility) patterns as solutions to stress . 
Although these fathers have little concept of their own role 
in this and are not motivated at this point to investigate 
their responsibility , the writer ventures to predict that 
by ado l escence these childre~ will have very serious diffi-
cul ties . These more primitive forms of behavior are remin-
iscent of the character disorder parents mentioned in the 
Reiner study - there is little motivation to try to operate 
on a more sophisticated , more symbolic level; pregenital 
motil ity patterns persist in both parents and child . 
The fathers of Adolescent Girls present one particularly 
striking characteristic . Their flight seems most indicative 
of a panic from a threatened break- through of incestual im-
pulses in the father- daughter relationship . The problems 
seem much more acute ~vi th the girls than with the more 
chronic rejection in the adolescent boys . In these cases , 
of such threatened loss of control , the fathers as well as 
the daughters are frightened , and thus , this group is the 
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most hi ghly motivated to get a i d with problems so very near 
the surface . Generally it may be said that a runa1.-ray girl 
is more serious than a runaaay teenage boy when thinking in 
terms of the father ' s role in the problem . The acuteness 
of the problem literally forces the father to seek more 
advice and help from an agency , and to feel that the child 
will improve more than with the boy ' s groups 
In summari zing ' these conclusions from the perspective 
of their implications for casework , the following attitudes 
are pertinent ~ 
1 . The fathers of runaway children as a group are poorly 
motivated to seek casework or psychiatric help . 
2 . "Ol der " fathers seem to be somewhat more aware of 
the problem , their responsibil i ty , and are more motivated 
to accept help than are "Younger " fathers . 
3. The group of "Skilled " fathers (which includes mostly 
older fathers) is significantly more aware of the problems , 
their responsibility , and are more motivated to accept help 
than are "Unskilled " fathers . 
4 . Fathers of Adolescent Girls are slightly more motiva-
ted for help than are the fathers of Adolescent or Latency 
:A.ge Boys . 
5. Fathers of Adolescent Girls are significantly more 
optimistic about their ehild ns behavior . 
6. Fathers of Adolescent Girls have significantly more 
positi ve attitudes toward the cas e11orlc help than do the fa th-
-I 
ers of the boys groups . 
Although the literature based many of its observations 
on studies of mothers , it is felt that the description of 
the mothers ' defensive patterns are equally applicable to 
this group of fathers ; massive operat on of blocking , reac-
tion formation , denial , etc ., ate present in these fathers 
as are the characteristic vicarious acting out via the 
child present to a pronounced degree . This study then does 
in general substantiate the literature about parent-ehild 
(mother- child and/or father- child) relationships and the 
concommitant psychopathology . 
F. Limitations of the Study 
It is necessary to keep in mind that , 1vi th a small sample 
of nineteen , one is limited in the extent to which generali -
zations may be made . The preceding conclusions then , apply 
to this limited sample of fathers in a child guidance clinic . 
Finally, in dra1·ring such conclusions , one must take i n to 
account the inevitable subjectiveness involved in this type 
of study , the subjectivity of the material related by the 
clients , the subjectivity of the worlrer ' s case recording , 
and the sub j ectivity in the writer ' s analyses of the material. 
~ Implications for Further Stu~ 
Because of the small sample , the above conclusions are 
applicable to lower- middle class fathers who have applied to 
a child guidance clinic . It i s suggested that further study 
increase the number of families investigated . It is also 
felt that a comparative study of this group with both fathers 
of non- runaway children could be most helpful in delineating 
which are the more significant areas causing this particular 
symptom . Either comparison with normals or other symptom 
groups is suggested . 
Another area much in need of exploration is that of close 
comparison of these types of attitudes with the mother in 
the case . It i's suspected that there are important elements 
in the marital relationship itself that precipitates this 
disturbance . · Vii th sexual conflicts being so uncontrolled 
and overtJ it is suggested that a clearer understanding of 
both parents ' methods of handling this area would be most 
helpful . 
This was a descriptive study of several broad areas of 
the father-child relationship. For further study, a more 
detailed investigation of the specific areas only touched 
upon vmuld be helpful in working with this group of clients 
who so far have been most difficult to treat . Hopeful ly , 
with more detailed understanding of this group , caseworkers 
could offer more effective services . 
2 
APPENDIX 
SCHEDULE 
FACE SEEET DATA 
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I. FAMILY: AGE SOCIO-E CONOHI C BACKGROUND 
Father 
}1other 
Client 
Siblings 
SCHOOLI GRADE AND A?PRORRIATENESS 
RELIGION 
MARITAL STA'l'US 
II. DESCRIPTION OF PROB~4 
III. MARITAL RELA'I'IONSHIP 
IV. FJtl.' H.C..R!;S ATT ITUDSS TO: 
ETHNIC BAC'l'CG'WUND 
Number of times runaway, Length 
Legal Involvement 
A. Divjsion of Pass~ve-Aggressjve Roles 
B. Self Image as Portner 
A. T:!E SPECIFIC ACT OF RUNNING A\-J;d 
J. To the Actual Deed 
2 . To the Child's Return 
3. To Parental Initiative and Respons5bility About Deed 
B. CHILD'S BSHAVIOR 
1 . To Symptom (Accept8ble- Ambivalent- Unacceptable 
2 . Who will do the work of changing behavior 
Clinic, child,parents, himself 
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V, FAMILY RELATIONS~TIPS 
A. Marital Relationship 
B. Father- Child -qel It ionship 
VI. FAillHER 1 S SELF IMAGE 
VII. D GR2:E OF SE"X:UAL CONFLI cr IN FA'ii?HER- CHILD q .i;LATIOPSPIP 
VIII. DEG~ , E OF MOTTDITY 
A. Pr~ sent form 
B. Past form 
C. I ••vol vement in discipline 
Cause of B''ahavior Others a~e responsible ----- I am resp~ 
s ible 
1 2 4 
C. SANCTIONS OFGENN~qAL B~~AVIOR 
1 . Positive - attitu.des are - accept uble- ambivalent- ~lJ.gr~e-r-
praise to tangible reward 
2 . - NEGATIVE physical punishment, dep~jvation, withdrawal 
of love , isolation , use of reason 
adult oriented ve~sus child o~1ented 
I 
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